tig. I 


regions or 
the 
one 
finds 
>a- 
its 


MlCROGRAPHl A. 

nifh’d with eight well fliap’d and omnnrhnn^ , 

them joynted or bendable in einht leveral nlir?’ " ' IC ' ar ' :eac, ' of 

which is covered, for the moft 3 iT? P °! Joyms * rach of 

the lower end of the (hell of each’ joynt is frtageTwhh fever'!’ fmaU 
hairs; the contrivance of the joynts lions the very fame with thw of 
Crabsand Lobllerslees, and like thofealfo, they are each of 

rA*;' h V"' daW or P° int 5 f 0l ' r ol' thele legs are fopu’ 
ced that they feem to draw forwards, the other four are placed u, a 

XJXscSn 1 ’ ’ y ‘° kCCl> ‘ he body ^rds wh™ 

The body, as in other larger Infefts , confifts of three 
P 3 . 1 ? 1 5 ’ f “ e hinder or belly A, feems covered with one intire men 
nnddk or chett, feems divided into two ftiells B C. which running 
within the other, the Mite is able to (brink in and thruft out as it finer 
occahon, as it can alfo the fnout D. The whole body is pretty tranfpa 
rent, fo that being look’d on againft the light, divers motions within it 
body may be perceived } as alfo all the parts are much more plainly de- 
Jineable, then in other pollutes, to the light. The lhell, efpccially that 
which covers the back, iscurioufly polilht, fo that ’tis ealie to fee, as in a 
convex] Looking-glals, ox foliated Glafs-ball, the pidure of all the ob- 
jects round about , up and down, in leveral parts of its body, it has le- 
veral fmall long white hairs growing out of its lhell , which are often 
longer then the whole body, and are reprefented too Ihort in the fir ft 
and fecond Figures 5 they feem all pretty ftraight and plyable, faveonly 
two upon the fore-part of its body, which feem to be the horns, as may 
be feen in the Figures ; the firft whereof is a profpett of a fmaller fort of 
Mites ( which are ufually more plump ) as it was pajjant to and fro 5 the 
fecond is the profpeft of one fixt on its tail ( by means of a little mouth- 
glew rub*d on the ob jett plate) exhibiting the manner of the growing of 
the legs, together with their feveral joynts. 

This Creature is very much diverlify’d in lhape, colour, and divers 
other properties, according to the nature of the fubftance out of which 
it feems to be ingendred and nourilhed, being in one fubftance more long, 
in another more round, in lome more hairy, in others more fmooth, in 
this nimble, in that flow, here pale and whiter, there browner, blacker, 
more tranfparent, &c. I have obferved it to be relident almoft on all 
kinds of fubftances that are mouldy, or putrifying, and have feen it very 
nimbly melhing through the thickets of mould, and fometimes to lye 
dormant underneath them 5 and ’tis not unlikely, but that it may feed on 
that vegetating fubftance , fpontaneous Vegetables leeming a food proper 
enough for fpontaneous Animals , 

But whether indeed this Creature, or any other, be fuch or not, Ican- 
not pofitively, from any Experiment, or Obfervation, I have yet made, 
determine. But, as I formerly hinted, it feems probable, that fome kind 
of wandring Mite may fow, as 'twere, the firft feeds, or lay the firft eggs, 
in thofe places , which Nature has inftrufted them to know convenient 
for the hatching and nourilhing their young 5 and though perhaps the 
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